
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Season 2023 Congregational Newsletter 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Grace Lutheran, Manitowoc – 

It is truly a blessing to once again be entering into the season of Lent.  

May our Lord bless our journey as we follow Him through His 

passion, His death and His glorious resurrection!  A blessed and 

Christ-filled Lenten season to you all. 

Please join us for our special Lenten worship services.  A schedule of 

services follows: 

 

Wednesday Evening Worship Services 

Ash Wednesday, February 22nd at 4:30 & 6:30 P.M.  Lenten Supper Between Services   

Wednesday, March 1st at 4:30 & 6:30 P.M.  Lenten Supper Between Services  

Wednesday, March 8th at 4:30 & 6:30 P.M.  Lenten Supper Between Services  

Wednesday, March 15th at 4:30 & 6:30 P.M.  Lenten Supper Between Services  

Wednesday, March 22nd at 4:30 & 6:30 P.M. Lenten Supper Between Services  

Wednesday, March 29th at 4:30 & 6:30 P.M. Lenten Supper Between Services  

Holy Week  

Palm Sunday, April 2nd at 8:00 & 10:45 A.M.  

 Maundy Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 P.M.  

Good Friday, April 7th at 1:30 & 6:30 P.M.  

Easter Sunday, April 9th at 7:00 & 9:30 A.M.  Join Us for Easter Breakfast Between Services  



Beginning the Journey of Lent  

By Rev. David W. Laabs 

On Wednesday, February 22nd, we begin a journey that will take us from the Mountain of 

Transfiguration, where our Lord Jesus revealed to a select group of disciples in all of his glory, 

to a set of three crosses just outside the city of Jerusalem where Jesus gave his life so that we 

will live forever.  We call this journey, this season of our church year, Lent. 

After saying “Farewell to Alleluia” in our last worship opportunity in Epiphany, we recognize 

that we are entering a season of repentance and reflection in Lent.  We call the first day of that 

season, “Ash Wednesday.”  Some words for the book, “Christian Worship: Occasional 

Services” help us understand the name and the practice of that day. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian’s forty-day journey with the Lord to 

the cross and tomb, preparing for the proclamation of Easter. The forty days are reminiscent of 

several biblical events: Jesus’ forty-day fast at the beginning of his ministry, Moses’ stay on Mt. 

Sinai at the giving of the law, Elijah’s fast on his way to the mountain of God. 

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a reminder of our mortality and a 

call to repentance (see Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21; Genesis 18:27) The ancient 

practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash Wednesday its name.  The 

church father Tertullian (cir. AD 160-215) writes of the practice as a public expression of 

repentance and of our human frailty that stands in need of Christ.  The ashes remind us 

forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the rite for Christian 

burial: ‘...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust...,’ words that will someday be spoken over 

us all.  The imposition of ashes has never been an exclusively Roman Catholic practice and 

today is observed widely by Christians of many traditions, including the WELS. 

During the other five Wednesdays of Lent, our worship will follow the theme “His Final Steps.”  

We will, through the Word of God, follow the footsteps of the Savior to the various places that 

he visited on his way to the cross.  We will have the opportunity to hear some of our 

neighboring WELS pastors, Pastor Hoff, Pastor Zimpelmann, Pastor Bowe and Pastor Martin.  

Each Wednesday night we will have two worship services at 4:30 P.M. and 6:30 P.M. with a 

simple supper between the services.  Please consider joining your fellow Christians as we travel 

the road to Calvary. 

May God bless our celebration of Lent! 

 

 

 

 



May God continue to bless Pastor Zachary Pudlo of Eagen, Minnesota as he (as of this 

writing) is deliberating his Call to Grace Lutheran Church.  May God bless Pastor Pudlo and his 

family as they prayerfully consider where best to serve their Lord. 

 

What is a Sacrifice? 

When we think about offering sacrifices, what typically comes 

to mind is how they sacrificed in Biblical times - with an altar 

and an animal.  However, the apostle Paul tells us in Romans 

chapter 12 that we are to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice.  

 

According to the Britannica dictionary, to sacrifice is the act of 

giving up something that you want to keep, especially in order to get or do something else or to 

help someone. In other words, when we make a sacrifice, we give up something important or 

valued to us for something that we think is more important or worthy. 

 

When we offer our bodies as living sacrifices, we are doing what God wants us to do, giving up 

our own agendas for His. We do this by not giving in to the temptations of this world out of 

love for Christ because of what he has done for us. It is only by God’s grace because of what 

Jesus has done for us, with humility, that we can do such things.  

 

In Christ, we form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different 

gifts, according to the grace given each of us. Paul is telling us here that God has graciously 

given each of us different gifts. Belonging to all the others means when we are in fellowship 

together, we all belong to one another, and our gifts are to be used for the benefit of others. God 

has designed us to be interdependent. This means we need each other.  This is demonstrated in 

the church in all the different ways we show up for each other to provide for each other’s needs. 

We serve each other as an act of love and devotion to Christ because of what Jesus has done for 

us. 

 

When we aren’t physically in worship with each other, we are robbing others of what they may 

need from us. It is good that God gives different gifts to different Christians. Think how 

exhausting it would be if one person had all the gifts and had to do everything and be 

everything for everyone else. God did not design us that way. 

 

By God’s grace, he wants us to be here for each other, to be those living sacrifices that Paul 

tells us about. Let’s be thankful for each other. Let’s be thankful for our spiritual gifts and our 

abilities. Let’s be joyful that God graciously gives us the privilege of serving each other. And 

most of all, let’s be thankful for the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made for us - his perfect life, 

innocent death, and resurrection to eternal life, where we will one day join him for eternal peace 

and rest in him! 

 

Submitted by Heidi Malley, Member Ministry Coordinator 

 



Grace Lutheran Financial News… 

Because of the grace and love of our Savior moving the hearts of his people, we share the 

following blessings: 

A recent anonymous gift was given to Grace Lutheran, with a breakdown request. 

     $10,000.00 to Jesus’ Lambs of Grace 

     $5000.00 to the congregational staffing fund 

     $5000.00 to the parking lot expansion debt 

Grace Lutheran Church was recently named as a beneficiary in the Alton and Rosemary 

Borgwardt Estate Trust.  Our congregation’s portion of this estate will total around 

$200,000.00.  The coordinating council is currently studying all aspects of this situation and 

will be reporting on banking decisions in the near future.  No expenditure plans are being 

considered at this time. 

The $40,000.00 loan that was secured by our congregation in order to expand our parking lot 

now stands with a balance of $18,305.32. 

Bob Fink currently serves as our interim Finance Elder.  If you would be interested in this 

Coordinating Council position, please contact our Congregation’s Chairman, Steve Janke. 

 

         

Our preschool year continues – blessed by our Lord 

every single day as His children hear of His love 

and blessings.  May the sharing of His Name and 

His Word continue to be the primary mission of our 

early childhood program. 

The preschool is currently short-handed due to 

the recent departure of a teacher’s assistant.  

Our school is in need of additional help, 

especially during the afternoon and closing hours.  If you are interested in more information 

concerning this position, please contact our program director, Mrs. Peg Janke. 

Applications for our Summer Camp program and for our upcoming school year are currently 

being accepted.  Once again, contact our director for more information and application 

paperwork. 

May God continue to bless the staff, families and children of Jesus’ Lambs of Grace. 

 



Things to Note… 

 

Grace “Family Game Night”  

 

Players of all ages are welcome to join in fellowship the evening of Sunday, February 26th  

starting at 6:30 P.M. for some classic and new games. Feel free to bring a game or learn a new 

one. Popcorn and drinks will be available. Hope to see you there! 

 

Lent Wednesday Meals 

 

Meals will be served between services each Wednesday in Lent 

from about 5:15 – 6:00 P.M. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in 

the fellowship hall giving you the chance to help by bringing a 

dessert or salad.  Help is also needed with setup, serving and clean 

up.  Our thanks to Ruth Hanke for coordinating the meals.  If you 

wish to talk with her about the meals being planned, she can be reached at 920-323-4265. 

 

Easter Lily Donations 

 

You may donate an Easter Lily to be used as decoration on 

Easter Sunday for the cost of $11.00 per plant. Please look for a 

donation sign-up sheet on a table in the fellowship hall. The 

donation sign-up deadline is Monday, April 3rd. If the plant is in 

memory of a loved one, please include that information on the 

sheet provided on the table so that the information can be listed in our Easter announcements. 

Your payment of cash or check (payable to “Grace Circle”) should go into one of the envelopes 

provided.  Please place your name on the envelope and place it into the labeled container.  

Thank you! 

 

 

Devotions for Holy Week 2023 From Martin Luther College 

 

Our WELS College of Ministry – Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota – is offering a 

series of Holy Week devotions that can be sent directly to your e-mail.  The series of devotions 

is entitled “7 + 1 Words from the Heart of God.” 

 

If you are reading this newsletter online, you can click on the blue link below to sign-up for the 

devotions.  Otherwise, copy the blue link below into your Google search bar to navigate to the 

sign-up page.  If you are having trouble signing up for these devotions, please call the church 

office for assistance. 

 

Seasonal Devotions – Publications (mlc-wels.edu)  

 

https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/


Membership Changes at Grace Lutheran 
 

o We Welcome New Members: 

▪ Jeremy & Amber Falck – transferred from Bethany Lutheran 

▪ Nora Elise Schmitt (daughter of Jennifer Schultz) – Baptism 

o We Say Farewell to Those Who Have Transferred Out of Grace: 

▪ Mark & Kristin Hammel and children Miranda, Lydia and Lucas – 

transferred to Immanuel Lutheran 

o We Rejoice as We Remember Members Now in Heaven: 

▪ Bernice Kukral 

▪ Kelly Frish 

o We Pray for Members Released from Membership: 

▪ Weston Denk – per his request  

 

News From Manitowoc Lutheran High School 

 

Call Updates:   

 

Mr. Nathan King accepted his call to permanently 

serve as the International Ministry Director.  

Mr. Rick Muchka accepted his call to serve as I.T. Director and to teach freshman science.  

Pastor Seth Bode, who currently serves at a congregation in Carmel, Indiana, was called to 

serve in the theology department.   

Mr. Jeff Dolan has returned his call to serve at Wisconsin Lutheran High School. 

Pastor Norval and Mrs. Kathy Kock have returned their calls to serve at St. Croix Lutheran 

Academy in West Saint. Paul, MN.   

The MLHS Federation issued a call to Pastor Andrew Naumann to serve as the next MLHS 

President. He currently serves at Michigan Lutheran Seminary, in Saginaw, MI.   

Miss Abigail Bosin has received a call to teach Spanish at Illinois Lutheran High School in 

Crete Illinois.  

 

Please keep all of these called workers, their families, and their ministries in your prayers as 

they consider where to serve.  

 

MLHS Spring Showcase will be held on Saturday, March 18th at Knox’s Silver Valley in 

Manitowoc. Cost for dinner is $60.00 and the deadline to purchase tickets for this is March 3rd. 

These can be purchased online at https://www.mlhslancers.org/springshowcase - just click on 

Dinner Tickets. 

 

There will be FREE admission after 7:00 P.M. for the silent and live auctions. Entertainment 

will be provided by Riley Haupt. Raffle Tickets are available now in the MLHS main office or 

by emailing showcase@mlhslancers.org. All proceeds from this year's event will go towards the 

MLHS Track & Field facilities.   

 

https://www.mlhslancers.org/springshowcase
mailto:showcase@mlhslancers.org


A Special “Parent & Family Presentation” 

 

In our current culture of blame-shifting and irresponsibility, it is especially important for 

parents to learn ways to shape responsible behavior in their children. A presentation is being 

offered that will look at the benefits of responsible behavior, as well as specific examples and 

suggestions for parents to use as they shape responsibility through tasks, discipline, and 

service.  

The presentation is Thursday, March 9th from 6:30-7:30 P.M. at St. John Lutheran School 

in Newtonburg.  

 

Presented by Rochelle Manzano, LMFT, Christian Family Solutions.   

 

 

 

“Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive” through March 5th 

There is a collection box set up in the fellowship hall for members to 

donate personal care items and other items to those in need in our 

Manitowoc community. Donations will support Hope House, The 

Crossing, The Haven of Manitowoc County and many other local 

programs. Some of the most needed items are cleaning supplies, dental 

care products, diapers, baby care items, face and bath soap, laundry 

soap, bathroom tissue, paper towels, and kitchen trash bags. See the handouts on the table near 

our narthex whiteboard for additional needed items or a complete list of items. May God bless 

our efforts as we work to help those in need. 

 

Church Vacuuming Schedule – With Our Thanks!  

 

DATE  NAME PHONE # 

Mar 4 Egerer Family 920-946-3209 

Mar 11 Mike Remiker 920-901-0768 

Mar 18 Greg & Lori Stuebs 920-553-7829 

Mar 25 Tod Hauf 920-860-2221 

Apr 1 Shawn Smith 920-629-3871 

Apr 8 Bruce & Lorna Matthias 920-901-8777 

Apr 15 Tom & Debbie Meineke 920-323-4369 

Apr 22 Denise Haese 920-901-2242 

Apr 29 Chuck Bast 920-682-9620 
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Bible Class News from Staff Minister Bob Fink 

 

The Bible study on the book of Galatians will end 

soon.  During the weeks of Lent, we will use a devotional 

Bible study by Dr. Ralph Wilson titled "Jesus the Lamb of 

God".  This is a video-based Bible study.  We will watch a 

video, pausing occasionally to discuss the points the speaker 

brings up.   

 

This study begins the week of March 12th and explores both 

the Old and New Testaments’ teachings about lambs, sacrifices, the work of Jesus, his gift of 

redemption and his triumph over sin. 

 

Please join us Tuesday evenings at 6:30 or Wednesdays at 1:15 in the afternoon. Starting on 

March 19th, we may also cover “Jesus the Lamb of God” during the Sunday Bible study hour.   

 

 
Member 
Spotlight 
  

The Revak Family 
Ryan, Andra, Ayla, Braden, & Bryan 

      

The Revaks have been at Grace for 15 years.  

 

Ryan is the assistant manager at Petco in Manitowoc 

and Andra is a 4K teacher at Jesus Lambs’ of Grace 

Preschool. 

 

Ayla (18) is currently at student at Lincoln High School and is also a CNA at Manitowoc 

Health Care Center. She plans to start attending UW Oshkosh in the Fall to pursue a nursing a 

degree.  

 

Braden (16) and Bryan (14) are currently students at MLHS. Their family also includes 2 dogs, 

a cat, a rabbit, and many reptiles! 

 

Ryan and Andra will be celebrating their 20th wedding anniversary this coming June. Their 

family enjoys camping and hiking, and Andra also enjoys cooking!  

 

Thank you for allowing us to get to know you a little better, Revak family! 



New Member Spotlight 

Welcome to our new members,  

Jeremy and Amber Falck. They joined 

us from Bethany Lutheran on February 9th.  

Jeremy and Amber have been married for 

10 years. Jeremy is originally from Sheboygan and 

graduated from Manitowoc Lutheran High School. Amber is 

originally from “the sticks,” about four hours north of 

Manitowoc. Jeremy enjoys fishing and RC car racing, while 

Amber enjoys crafting, sewing, and card making. 

Please make a point to introduce yourself to Jeremy and Amber when you see them at church. 

Welcome Jeremy and Amber! 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

If you name has been left off of this list, please let us know by 

contacting the church office.  

 



 

 

 

 

If you name has been left off of this list, please let us know by 

contacting the church office.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A Grace Lutheran “Wish List” 

From time to time, members of our congregation have the desire to make a donation or 

purchase that will benefit our church home.  With that thought in mind, our church coordinating 

council has approved a “wish list” of various items that we feel could be useful here at Grace 

Lutheran.  The costs listed are estimates.  If you would like more information about the items 

listed, please contact our Property Elder, Mr. Mike Remiker. 

Five to ten yards of decorative stone for areas around church ……… $100.00 / yard 

New shrubs for areas around church ………………………………... $50.00 

Five to eight yards of gravel for rock garden behind church ……….. $90.00 / yard 

Upgrade our parking lot lighting to LED lights …………………….. $4100.00 

Back lighting for our outdoor cross …………………………………. $500.00 

Upgrade to the lighting behind our altar cross ……………………… $500.00 

Garage for storage of preschool toys and equipment ……………….. $4000.00 - $9000.00 

Deeper kitchen sink with higher faucet / garbage disposal …………. $2900.00 

Three or four all tables for fellowship hall area …………………….. $500.00 each 

Single stage snowblower ……………………………………………. $700.00 

Grass catcher for zero-turn Toro lawnmower ………………………. $1500.00 

Thatching attachment for zero-turn Toro lawnmower ……………… $1000.00 

Upgrade altar candles to electric ……………………………………. $TBD 

Four new entry mats for church and office entrances ………………. $80.00 each 

Replace three existing bubblers …………………………………….. $1100.00 each 

Replace kitchen mats ……………………………………………….. $60.00 

Replacement of two furnace units ………………………………….. $7000.00 each 

 



 

 

 

The Newsletter Ends Here… 

 

But the news does not end.  Watch for weekly updates to all things Grace Lutheran through the 

weekly news email and the weekly news mailbox inserts found in the church narthex. 

If you are not receiving weekly emails, please call the church office to make sure you are signed 

up to receive such.  Remember to check your church mailbox every time you worship. 

 
Contact Information: 

 

President Steve Janke 

(262)-352-8742 

sjanke76@gmail.com 

 

Education Elder Greg Kolar 

(920)-860-4121 

gregkolar@att.net 

 

Worship Elder Tom Meineke 

(920)-323-5151 

tdmeineke@sbcglobal.net 

 

Property Elder Mike Remiker 

(920)-901-0768 

remy.2021.201@gmail.com  

 

Outreach Elder Bruce Bitter 

(920)-901-8160 

brucebitter57@gmail.com  

 

Member Care Elder Derrick Gossen 

(920)-619-1750 

Derrick.gossen@fmglobal.com  

 

Vacancy Pastor David Laabs 

(920)-901-8833 

laabsdw@gmail.com 

 

Staff Minister / Interim Finance Elder Bob Fink 

(920)-860-3604 

rlf54220@yahoo.com 

 

Jesus’ Lambs of Grace Director Peg Janke 

(262)352-7422 

Jesuslambsofgrace@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Member Ministry Coordinator Heidi Malley 

(920)-682-7377 

gracelutheran2@tm.net   

 

Office Administrator Lisa Miller 

(920)-682-7377 

gracelutheran@tm.net 

 

Finance Manager Ann Hornes 

(920)-682-7377 

Email gracefinance@tm.net 
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